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Andhra Pradesh is one of the few Indian States which recognised
very early the potential and role of distance education in the process
of democratisation of education. It is also a State which came under
the immediate impact and influence of the British Open University, a
great educational innovation of 20th century.
The first distance higher education programme in the university
sector began in Andhra Pradesh in 1972 at Andhra University. This
happened just three years after the founding of the British Open
University and one year after setting up of the National Committee
under the chairmanship of G Parthasarathy to suggest the feasibility of
an open university for India. The School of Correspondence Courses
of Andhra University in its initial stages encountered many difficulties
and hardships. No support and strength came from the academics and
administrators of the university and its colleges. Most of them felt that
correspondence education was an inferior form of education and hence
had to be discouraged. Skepticism and cynicism were openly expressed.
In spite of this psychological and emotional resistance from the
conventional academics, distance education began to spread slowly.
Within a short period, the potential and use of distance education was
recognised by the State educational planners, particularly the university
planners. Distance education slowly spread to the other major regions
of the State - Sri Venkateswara University area and Osmania University
area.
Today we have in the State eight conventional universities offering
a variety of correspondence courses. These are :
1.     Andhra University
2.     Sri Venkateswara University
3.     Osmania University
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